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Child Passenger Safety Week
February 12-18

The National Highway Safety Administration (NHTSA) warns
parents about the importance of booster seats in saving
lives
Every year children suffer needless injuries. Children ages 4 to 8 who
use booster seats are 59 percent less likely to be injured in a car crash
than children who are restrained only by a safety belt, according to a
study by Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP). According to
NHTSA, motor vehicle traffic crashes were the leading cause of death
for every age 3 through 33. A positive relationship between drivers
using safety belts and children being restrained shows 92 percent of
children transported by belted drivers were restrained compared to only
62 percent of children transported by unbelted drivers. Too few children
use booster seats. NHTSA estimates only 10 to 20 percent of children

ages 4 to 8 use booster seats.
The primary goal this year is to remind all parents and other adults
responsible for children traveling in motor vehicles: if the kids are under
4’9” tall, they need to be in a booster seat. It is of utmost importance
that a child be properly restrained according to their size and age. As
children grow, how they sit safely in a car, truck, van or SUV changes.
For maximum child passenger safety, parents and caregivers simply
need to remember and follow the
4 Steps for Kids:
1. Use rear-facing infant seats in the back seat from birth to at
least one year of age and at least 20 pounds;
2. Use forward-facing toddler seats in the back seat from age
one and 20 pounds to about age four and 40 pounds;
3. Use booster seats in the back seat from about age four to at
least age eight—unless the child is 4’9" or taller; and
4. Use safety belts in the back seat at age eight or older or taller
than 4’ 9”.
It is imperative to remember all children under age 13 should ride in the
back seat. Many parents are under the false impression that children
who outgrow child safety seats can move right into regular safety belts,
but nothing could be further from the truth. So this year on Valentine’s
Day and during Child Passenger Safety Week, we will work hard to
remind parents, grandparents, and childcare providers to use a booster
seat to raise their kids to the right height in the car. If they’re less than
4’9" tall, put them in a booster seat.


http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
http://www.carseat.org/

Contact Us

www.mainepublichealth.org
betty.mason@maine.gov

Some parents or caregivers may regard booster seats as a hassle to
use or a pain to convince their children to use. But protecting the ones
you love means getting past the temporary complaints and perceived
hassles. Use a booster seat because you love them.

Health Access Network

Celebrates CPS Week

Jaime Boyington and Linda Roy Boyce,
of the Health Access Network, will
provide education about seatbelt and
booster seat use to Kindergarten and
first graders in the Enfield, Lincoln &
Millinocket areas during Child Passenger Safety Week. In addition,
Jaime and Linda will introduce preschoolers from Headstart schools in
Lincoln, Howland, and Lee to Buckle Bear, a cuddly brown bear who
teaches children the importance of wearing their seat belts and using
booster seats. Buckle Bear will also appear at the Lincoln WIC sites to
stress the importance of proper safety belt and booster seat use. Jaime
and Linda are CPS technicians and Jaime is the Site Manager for the
Child Passenger Safety Seat Program's voucher site located at the
Health Access Network in Lincoln. For more information, contact
Jaime or Linda at 207-794-6700

Save the Date
Monday, May 1, 2006
8:00 am-4:00 pm
Central Maine Commerce Center
45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine
Working Together to Keep Maine Kids Safe:
Covering Everything from Cradles to Car Seats
Hosted by the Maine Injury Prevention Program
$30 Registration - includes breakfast, educational materials and lunch.
To receive a brochure and registration information call 287-9968

CPS Technicians ...

Re-Certification

Don’t Risk Your Certification—You may re-certify up to four months
before your certification expiration date.

e Seat checks may be logged at any time during your certification
cycle and must be approved before you can register for
re-certification.

e You must complete registration no later than your certification
expiration date.

Once your re-certification registration is processed, you have 30 days
to complete the online exam. The test does not have to be completed
by your certification expiration date.

If your test is never started, inadvertently submitted or incomplete when
the term expires, it will be graded and you won’t get your money
refunded.


http://www.mainepublichealth.org/
http://sk.convio.net/site/R?i=Cn44oji0ddRhKhuuqSAhCw..

CPS Check Up Events
February 2006

Wednesday, February 1, 2006
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Safe Kids Maine Kennebec County Car Seat
Inspection Station
Central Maine Chrysler
300 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Waterville
FMI: Wendy Nivison, 877-5608,

Monday, February 13, 2006
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Safe Kids Maine Androscoggin County Car Seat
Inspection Station
Auburn Police Department
1 Minot Avenue, Auburn
FMI: Safe Kids Maine, 774-9891 or
1-800-649-1304,

Thursday, February 16, 2006
2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Safe Kids Maine Cumberland County Car Seat
Inspection Station
Falmouth Fire-EMS
6 Bucknam Road, Falmouth
FMI: Safe Kids Maine, 774-9891 or
1-800-649-1304,

Saturday, February 18, 2006
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Safe Kids Maine Windham Car Seat Inspection
Station
N. Windham Fire-Rescue
Route 302, N. Windham
FMI: Lloyd Murphy, 892-1911 or

Saturday, February 18, 2006
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Safe Kids Maine Mid-Coast Chapter Car Seat
Checkup Event
Fuller Chevrolet
330 Commercial Street (Route 1), Rockport
FMI: Nola Metcalf, 596-8343

Saturday, February 25, 2006
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Emerson Chevrolet
946 Center Street (Route 4), Auburn
FMI: Patricia Valeriani, 782-5437,

NHTSA Regional
Program

Manager Retires
Our friend Edwina
Cloherty will leave
NHTSA February first.
Edwina has served as the NHTSA New England
Region Program Manager for Child Passenger
Safety for the last three years and has been a
great asset to the Maine CPS program. Thanks
and good luck Edwinal

Upcoming CPS Trainings

Thursday, May 4, 2006
Child Passenger Safety Update-Refresher class
BHS Office - Augusta
Safe Kids Maine
774-9891 or 1-800-649-1304

May 9-13, 2006
NHTSA CPS Technician Training
Falmouth Fire-EMS
Safe Kids Maine
774-9891 or 1-800-649-1304

May 11, 12, 15, 16, 2006
NHTSA CPS Technician Training
Central Maine Commerce Center

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta
Betty Mason or Christina Mitchell
1-800-698-3624
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Child Passenger Safety Training for
School Buses

School bus drivers, bus monitors and
transportation supervisors have an opportunity to
learn about transporting preschool aged and
special needs children on school buses at this
year's Regional School Transportation Safety
Conferences scheduled for April and June 2006.
FMI: Call Betty Mason, 207-287-4288


mailto:niv@adelphia.net
mailto:safekidsmaine@yahoo.com
mailto:safekidsmaine@yahoo.com
mailto:lnmcabinetmaker@aol.com
mailto:pvaleriani@megalink.net
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